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centerpieces; they all will come from you. So, as
you plan for the holidays, be sure to add the

Upcoming Events...

Oct 22 Regular meeting will be short Contest to your list. Then create a centerpiece that
Dec 16th Holiday Luncheon can decorate our table on December 16 and then
Upcoming Speakers go home to decorate yours for the balance of the
October 22 Hannelore Palmer Landscaping holidays.
November 19  Larry Cahoon, UNCW + Individuals or teams of up to three people can
NC Climate Change enter.
January 28 Jace Myers from BCC * One centerpiece per entry.
February 25 Connie Fisk from NCSU - Fruit * Each centerpiece must contain at
specialist, muscadine grapes least three varieties of live, dried
March 25 Jan Denney and Arlene Hubner and/or silk flowers/plants and \
Eisenman, Orchids whatever other decorations you e
April 22 Barbara Fair - NCSU - Landscape specialist wish to add, and should be consistent
May 27 Bryce Lane NCSU - Landscape specialist with the holiday season.
June 24 Chris Gunter NCSU - Vegetable specialist * Centerpieces should be no larger than 24
July 22 Keith Baldwin NCA&T Sustainable Producti inches long by 12 inches wide by 12 inches
August 26 Marge Harper -Brunswick Co. Native high.
Wildflowers + Centerpieces will be judged on the beauty and
September 23 Cam Too Camellias condition of the plants and container, creativity
October 28 Tim Alderton NCSU - new plant and holiday theme.
introductions * [et Bette Rose (253-2610) know no later than
November 18 Bill Hunt NCSU - Water Quality December 9 if you plan to compete.

+ Entries must be brought fo the Cooperative
Garden Wo rkdays Extension Office on December 14 or 15 for
Nov 2nd & Nov 17t ] judging (no later than 2 pm on December 15).
Bring your enthusiasm! —_————— Each entry must contain your name and

- - telephone number and should identify the

H°||day Decoration Contest plants used in the centerpiece.
The Holiday Luncheon is fast approaching and the +  Winners will be announced and prizes
Decorating Committee wants to take the day off, so awarded at the Holiday Luncheon on
we are inviting you to create the centerpieces and let December 16. First place entry will receive a
us take care of the rest. The rules are pretty liberal — $40 prize, second place, $30 and third place,
just about anything goes as long as there are plants $20.
(live, dried, silk) arranged in a holiday theme. We + If you have any question, please contact Becky
will need to know in advance if you plan to enter the Dus (bdus@ec.rr.com; 253-8937) .

contest so we can be sure we have enough
decorations, but we will not be doing any

Will we see you at the October Meeting on the 22th at 9:00 am ?


mailto:bdus@ec.rr.com

Charlie says:

Post Your Hours! Either on the new website
or manually in the book (not both!)

Slight change in the monthly meeting
schedule. The Business part will start at 9:00 as usual and
should be over by 9:20. (cause neither David or me will be
there). The Guest speaker will start at that time and should
finish in about an hour. The members who are going to the
State Fair will leave shortly thereafter. Snacks will be served
at that time.

Be sure and thank Shirley Wagoner-Eisenman, Barbara
McCoy, and Ellie Bierman for their efforts in putting together
the winning “Landscape Exhibit” at the State Conference
and a $250 check for the prize. Our retired David Barkley
designed the pictorial drawing that helped win the award.
These folks deserve our congratulations for a lot of hard
work involved in putting the exhibit together. Thanks from all
of us.

We have been authorized to reduce the price of the
Japanese Maples by almost 50% except for the one gallon
size. If you are interested, contact Ash. We have two
different varieties

The People of the Oy Burping Ground
Some of our master
gardeners and a few others
will try to bring History alive
on October 30t & 31st from
4-6 pm at The Old
Smithville Burying Ground
in the 400 block of
Southport. Seven or so of
the Cemeteries’ residents
will be on hand to tell you
about their time in old
Smithville. The inhabitants will be dressed in their period
attire and have true stories to tell. Well mostly true!
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Master Gardeners Board
Elected Officers:
President
Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman
shirley312@webtv.net
910-754-4148
Vice president
Lynn Schwartzkopf
910-253-0722
Treasurer
Gloria Rapp
gprapp@atmc.net
910-253-4071
Volunteer Chairs:
Recording Secretary
Patty Burns
burnsdp@atmc.net
910-846-3317
Corresponding Secretary
Cathie Rod
csrod@ec.rr.comt
910-457-5091
Library
Grace Wrigley
gwrigley@atmc.net
910-846-3341
MG Coordinator — Coop Extension
Charlie_spencer@ncsu.edu
910-383-6432
NCMGVA Liaison
Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman
shirley312@webtv.net
910-754-4148
Newsletter Editor
Joe Loughlin
jloughlin@ec.rr.com
910-269-4038
Restitution & Greenhouse
Ash Tyler
atyler@ec.rr.com
910-278-6101
Gardens
Fred Mina
fminga@theminas.net
910-278-6205
Banquets/Parties
Becky Dus

bdus@ec.rr.com
910-253-8937
Membership
Dominique Loewenstein
domilo@2khiway.net
910-579-0161
History
Barbara McCoy
mccoy@atmc.net
910-575-7679
Webmaster

John Baronowski
jbaronowski@ec.rr.com
910 454-9601
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Joe’s Kitchen

Cream of LeeR §
) Mushroom
=<
\, Thank you Jacque
L Pepin for a great
L / dinner PW‘?[
!

recently use
owne of his TV eplsodes (Lookup episode
219 own the nternet) to put together a
dinner for a family gathering and
recelveo very good revues from all
present. Thelr favorite dish was the soup.

Oowne- laroe Leek
One- Box of Whole Mushrooms
One- quart of Chicken Stock
Owne- 4 0z package of
“l dahoan
Mas hed

Four

Pot at
1/o Plint O‘[[ /5 § /5 Cream

Shredded Cheddar
To clean the leek, remove at Least the fivst

Leaf, trima the end, and remove the darkest

green and toughest parts of the upper
Leaves. Then starting about an neh from
the root end vealke two vertical cuts to
quarter the Lleek and allow You to open Lt
up and wash out any sand. Chop the leek
and place it n a soup pan with = Tbs of
olive oll andl begin to sweat the leek.
Meanwhile wash and slice You
mushroome. Throw the maushroom tn Your

pan anol sauté till the mushroom begin to

otve of Ligquid. Adodl the chicken broth and
bring to a boil. Take from heat and Let
stand for 1= hour and thew return to a
near botl. Stir bn instant potatoes anol
revove from the heat. Taste for salt. Stir
n ereanme or mtlie (Wour chotee) and serve
lmmediately with a cheese garnish.
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Y Hi fellow master gardeners.
C/B You are invited to an informal
gathering at Waterway Park
P Y]‘j’_ﬁ\q . Saturday afternoon
AP Q@ Y October 24th
)r_j[ﬁf \% =~ from 2-4. Since
many of you may
not have been able to attend the September
reception or may not know David's goals, you
have a second chance. David intends to do
work in a mission area such as Guatemala,
Haiti or any impoverished area which needs
his skills in agriculture, irrigation and
building... for example, doing major repairs
and painting in Chile, and building housing in
Guatemala for the many homeless people
brought on by the torrential rain and
mudslides from hurricanes. We are seeking to

ggive him some financial support as a way of

thanking him for his service to all of us. Your
contribution to David would be a tax
deductible gift. Checks should be made out
to: FIRST BAPTISTCHURCH

On the memo line write;

WORLD WIDE MISSION-D. BARKLEY..
Thank youfor what you can do. We look
forward to seeing you all and helping David
financially with his mission Please let us
know if you PLAN to attend so we may have
a pass at the gate waiting for you.. If you
cannot attend but wish to contribute, please
mail your donation to :

Ginny Howell

3611 Members Club Blvd

Southport NC 28461

or

Ellen Englehardt

3643 Wingfoot drive

southport nc 28461
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October 2008 Info Line calls numbered
49 inquiries. The breakdown as follows:
General: 17. 8 requested soil sample kits &
interpretation of analysis, the remainders
requested mulch and garden information,
plus 1 newcomer kits.

Lawns: 17. Problems with Centipede grass
(5). General questions about types of lawns
for this area and disease in the lawn.

Shrubs: 4. Questions concerned the care and
pruning of Pampas Grass, Confederate Rose
and Pyracanthia.

Trees: 6. Crepe Myrtle, Sago Palms,
Magnolia, Red Bud had calls to the Infoline.
Pests: 8. Callers wanted information on
getting rid of various pests such

crickets, moles, white flies, spider mites and
scale on plants.

Vegetables: 4. General gardening information
and specifics on collards, figs, & strawberries.
Flowers: 4. Questions on Zinnias, Camellias,
& Pointsetia .

Charlotte Glen

Extension Horticulture Agent

Pender County Cooperative Extension

Compost

Common soil problems in SE NC include
poor, sandy soils as well as heavy,
compacted soils that drain poorly. The
easiest and most important thing that you can
do to address these common soil problems in
your yard is to incorporate organic matter,
such as compost, into your soil.

Soil Basics

Fall is the best time to plant in the southeast,
but for plantings to be successful, gardeners
must first prepare the soil so it can support
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healthy plant growth. In Pender County our
soils vary considerably, and include nutrient
poor, dry sands and heavy, poorly drained
clays. Each of these extremes causes
problems gardeners must first deal with
before they can successfully grow a wide
range of plants.

Sandy soils drain quickly and may not be
able to retain the water that plants need to
grow. Sandy soils are also less able to hold
on to nutrients, causing plants to be stunted
or yellow. Poor drainage occurs when water
isn’t able to move through the soil, causing
pools of water to stand above ground or
soils to remain waterlogged for extended
periods of time. Waterlogged soils are a
common cause of plant death. Roots need
oxygen to live but in water logged soils the
space once occupied by oxygen is replaced
with water, causing roots to literally drown
and leading to conditions that encourage
root rot diseases. One of the main
contributing factors to poor drainage is
compaction of the soil from foot, pet and
vehicle traffic. Compaction squeezes air out
of the soil, leaving less room for water to
filter through.

Improving Problem Soils

The most important and easiest thing that
can be done to address both of these
common soil problems is to incorporate
organic matter, such as compost, into your
soil. Adding organic matter improves the
ability of sandy soils to hold water, helps
with drainage in heavy and compacted soils
and increases the overall nutrient-retaining



Page 5

capacity of any soil. Composted organic
matter can be purchased from garden
centers or mulch suppliers or made at home.
All that is needed is a supply of leaves, hay,
kitchen scraps, grass clippings or other
organic materials to start a compost pile.
Compost piles that are regularly turned will
break down much faster than those that are
left to decompose naturally. A pile that is
turned weekly should be ready in two to four
months depending on weather conditions.
Piles that are left on their own can take up to
three years to decompose fully. When using
compost as a soil amendment, apply three to
four inches to the top of the soil of new beds
and till in to a depth of six to eight inches, or
deeper if possible. In existing beds, compost
can be added as a top dressing (a thin layer
on the surface) where earthworms, rain and
other natural processes will aid its
incorporation into the soil over time.

Know Your pH

Another factor that affects how well plants
grow is soil pH. This is the measure of how
acidic or basic soil is. Soils in our area range
from 3 (very acidic) to 8 (basic), while most
plants prefer to grow in a slightly acidic soil
with a pH between 5.5 and 6.5. Problems
occur when gardeners try to grow plants that
prefer a certain pH in soils that are higher or
lower than the plant likes. Since pH affects
the availability of nutrients to plants,
symptoms of pH extremes often show as
nutrient deficiencies, such as yellow leaves or
stunted growth. Knowing the pH of your soil
is the first step in choosing the right plants for
your conditions. Soils that have very high or
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very low pH’s can be improved by adding
lime to raise pH or sulfur to lower pH. This
should not be done without first determining
the exact pH of the soil. The best way to
determine your soil’s pH and nutrient needs
is to submit a sample to the North Carolina
Department of Agriculture, who provide free
soil analysis to all North Carolina residents.
Sample collection boxes and forms are
available from any Cooperative Extension
office in North Carolina. Completed
samples are shipped to Raleigh for
analysis, free from any Extension office and
the results, with recommendations, are
mailed directly from NCDA to your home
address.

Learn More!

Make your own soil amendment by
composting your lawn and kitchen scraps!
Learn more from this August Pender
Gardener article:
http://pender.ces.ncsu.edu/index.php?page
=news&ci=LAWN+33.

If you haven't planted hardy
annuals yet, now is the time
get it done! Include
ornamental vegetables like
mustard or kale to contrast
the colors and shapes of
blooming annuals.

Perk Up Fall and
Winter Landscapes with
Hardy Annuals

There’s a lot more than just pansies awaiting your
fall landscape on garden center shelves this
autumn! As the exciting trend of cool season


http://pender.ces.ncsu.edu/index.php?page=news&ci=LAWN+33
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gardening grows, more and more winter hardy annuals

are making their way into local garden centers each
year. Winter hardy annuals are plants, like pansies,
that grow during they cool part of the year. Planted in
fall, most provide some color through winter but really
put on their main show in spring, usually cranking up
flower production as soil temperatures rise in

February. This show continues through late April when

rising temperatures bring the curtain down on the
spring act, at just the right time to purchase and plant
summer annuals in their place.

To get the best performance from your hardy annuals,

be sure to prepare the soil well by mixing compost into

the top six to eight inches, and also apply a slow
release fertilizer such as Osmocote or an organic

fertilizer, which naturally release their nutrients over an

extended time. To get the most bang for your buck,
plant winter annuals in solid groups, rather than
sprinkling them here and there all over the landscape,
and choose bright colors like white, yellow, and
orange. Veggies Go Mainstream! The biggest
development in winter annuals over the last few years
has been the use of vegetables as ornamentals.
Ornamental cabbages and kales, with green leaves
splashed in purple, rose or white, have been popular
for several years. They are gorgeous in fall and stand
up well through the winter, though they can start to
look a little ragged by February. Most ornamental
cabbages and kales stay under one foot tall, but if
you're looking for something a little taller try ‘Red
Russian’ or ‘Redbor’ kale. These two varieties grow to
three feet tall and two feet wide and are equally at
home in the vegetable garden or flower border. ‘Red
Russian’ is an heirloom variety that sports feathery,
jagged-edged blue green leaves and rosy-purple
stems and midribs. For even more drama, seek out

‘Redbor’ with spectacular dark purple, frilly-edged

leaves. Both of these varieties look good through April,

at which time they produce spikes of yellow flowers.
Charming Chard and Monster Mustard Another
vegetable that has crossed over the veggie garden
fence is Swiss chard. This beet relative has large
leaves with distinct, broad stalks that grow up to two
feet tall. Traditionally the stalks on this plant are white
but the recently introduced ‘Bright Lights’ selection
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possesses stalks in showy colors like yellow,
orange, pink, red and violet. A perfect companion for
these colorful chards is the monster mustard known
as ‘Red Giant’. This two-foot plus tall and wide
burgundy leaved selection of mustard is commonly
grown in Japan for use in stir-fries and salads. Its
hot and spicy leaves certainly add punch, whether
for the eyes or taste buds. The fiery flavor of ‘Red
Giant’ also deters foliage feeders such as deer,
rabbits and squirrels. Soothing Silver If you seek to
cool things down a bit, try the silvery leaves of
cardoon or dusty miller. Cardoon, a relative of globe
artichoke, makes a striking architectural addition to
containers or borders. It produces deeply cut, jagged
silver leaves that reach up to three feet long, with
the entire plant topping out at four to five feet tall. In
spring it produces thistle-like, honey scented flowers
in the shades of electric blue and purple and can be
grown as a perennial in our area, but usually
performs best as a winter annuals. For a similar
effect on a much smaller scale, try dusty miller,
another perennial that performs best in our area as a
winter annual. Dusty miller generally grows to less
than one foot tall and produces yellow, button like
flowers in spring. For more fabulous foliage, try
winter hardy herbs like parsley, sage, dill and
rosemary Fantastic Flowers Show off the fantastic
foliage of these plants against the bright flowers of
winter hardy annuals like calendulas, English
daisies, snapdragons, wallflowers and pansies.
Especially cute are the new mini-flowered viola type
pansies whose blossoms more than make up for
their small size by being produced in copious
amounts. Look out for the ‘Sorbet’ and ‘Penny’
hybrids, both available in shades and mixes of blue,
purple, lavender, yellow, white, and orange. Many of
the spectacular perennials of northern gardens can
be grown here as winter annuals as well, including
delphiniums, sweet williams, forget-me-nots,
foxgloves, lupines, French hollyhocks, Iceland
poppies and hybrid columbines. Planted now, they
will produce a spectacular show in spring after which
time they can be replaced with summer annuals or

tender perennials.
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2010 Dues Notice

Dues are payable by January 1 each year.
(But we will accept them now!) (Hint! Give us a twenty and forget it for 4 years)

Make checks payable to: Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association (BCMGVA)
$5.00 per Individual
Name
Address

Email

Mail checks to:  Gloria Rapp
PO Box 10642 NAMETAG; you have earned it, now wear it.

Southport, NC 28461 We would all like to know your name.

If you have an item for the newsletter, submit it to Joe Loughlin (jloughlin@ec.rr.com)

Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association
P.O. Box 109

Bolivia, NC 28422

Office: 910-253-2610

Postage stamp

www.bcmastergardener.org

http://brunswick.ces.ncsu.edu/

www.ncmastergardeners.org First Class Mail
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