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Will we see you at the February Meeting on the 25th at 9:00 am? 

Upcoming Events…  

Wilmington Garden Show 
Saturday, February 13th 9:00-5:00  

Sunday, February 14th 11:00-4:00  
http://www.nhcgov.com/AgnAndDpt/COOP/

Pages/WilmingtonGardenShow.aspx 

Discount available at: 
http://www.nhcgov.com/AgnAndDpt/COOP/

Documents/Coupon%202.pdf 

 

HOW TO GROW AN ORCHID DAY  
Saturday, February, 27 from 9:30 to 4:00  

New Hanover County Arboretum, 6206 

Oleander Drive, Wilmington   

Cost: $20 if paid by 2/14, $25 afterwards  

Fee covers lunch, 4 speakers, potting 

demonstration, and a free orchid. 

Seminars 
Pruning March 2 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

- Training Center 

Pruning March 5 1:00 – 4:00 pm 

- Magnolia Greens 

Landscaping –part I  3/12 1:00 – 3:00 pm 

Landscaping – part II 3/191:00 – 3:00 pm 

Lawn Care March 23 1:00 – 3:30 pm 

– Training Center 

Container/Sq Ft Gardening 3/25   1:00 – 

3:00 pm 

Fruits & Nuts March 30 1:00 – 3:00 pm 

Trees/Bushes/Vines  4/1  2:00 – 4:00 pm 

Plant Sale April 8, 9 8:30  – 5:00 pm 

  April 10 9:00 – 2:00 pm 

Plant Sale May 6, 7 8:30 – 5:00 pm 

  May 8 9:00 – 2:00 pm 

Canning & Freezing  6/26 10:00 – Noon 

 

Wilmington, NC.  Annual Hobby 

Greenhouse Tour  March 6 
 

2010 NCMGVA Conference 

April 25 – 28 
 

Upcoming Speakers 
 

February 25 Connie Fisk from NCSU - 
Fruit specialist, muscadine grapes 
March 25 Jan Denney and Arlene 
Hubner Eisenman, Orchids 

April 22 Barbara Fair - NCSU 

Landscape Specialist- "Developing 

Sustainable Landscapes: Simple Steps to 

Going Green" + PM Seminar  

May 27  David Pike- Witherspoon Rose 

Culture - Successful Rose Growing for 

Southern Gardeners  
June 24 Chris Gunter   NCSU - 
Vegetable specialist +PM seminar 

July 22  James O. Luken - Coastal 

Carolina University - Venus Flytraps 

(Smithsonian Magazine) 
August 26  Marge Harper -Brunswick 
Co. Native Wildflowers 
September 23 Larry Cahoon - UNCW - 
NC Climate Change 
October 28 Cindy Watson-CamToo 
Camellias, History of Camellias 
November 18 Tim Alderton NCSU - New 
Plant Introductions 
 

Garden Workdays 
To be announced 

Bring your enthusiasm! 
 
 

David Barkley has a new email 

address dvbarkley@nc.rr.com 

http://www.nhcgov.com/AgnAndDpt/COOP/Pages/WilmingtonGardenShow.aspx
http://www.nhcgov.com/AgnAndDpt/COOP/Pages/WilmingtonGardenShow.aspx
http://www.nhcgov.com/AgnAndDpt/COOP/Documents/Coupon%202.pdf
http://www.nhcgov.com/AgnAndDpt/COOP/Documents/Coupon%202.pdf
mailto:dvbarkley@nc.rr.com
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Charlie says:  
Business is picking up. We could use a lot 

of help on the Info Line. Signup now!!! 

    Charlie   

From The Presidents Kitchen Table  
The next time you see Pat Hagerty, please 
extend thanks to her for the job of 
corresponding secretary and also thank 
Cathy Rod , outgoing secretary, for the job 
well done. 
Have you seen Charlie’s e-mail regarding the world’s first 
Pink Annabelle Hydrangea? Read about them on page 5. 
It was announced at the January meeting that the 4-H 
needs several Master Gardener volunteers to help local 
youth identify plants and solve hort. issues. Please 
contact Blair Green or Leslie Kammer to learn more 
about this opportunity. 
Got dandelions in your yard? The dandelion is often 
unfairly dismissed as nothing but a pesty weed by those 
who do not recognize its many uses. The leaves can be 
eaten as a bitter green or boiled and puréed to produce a a 
green sludge used to patch gutters, the roots cut up and 
roasted can be force fed to poultry and cats, the flowers 
can be fermented into a sweet clear wine, and 5000 
mature seed heads will a serviceable stuffing for a small 
pillow. JHope to see you at the next meeting on Feb. 25th 
. 

Lynn Schwartzkopf   
 

Brad Kammer  - Botanical Garden: 

× Future Work days will have a “to do” list 

and the equipment to do the job will be 

there.  Bring your own pruning 

shears, clippers and gloves.  

× Colder seasons will have no work 

days and starting in March work 

days will be the 1st Monday and 

3rd Tuesday of the month beginning at 

8:30 AM.  

 
Local & State Dues are Due!  

Your locals dues are just $5 (Gloria Rapp)  Now is also the 
time to pay your $10.00 NCMGVA  dues (Carol Wilson) 
for 2010 if you wish to join the state organization. One 
immediate benefit is a $20.00 discount on conference 
registration. 
 

 

 

 

 

Master Gardeners Board 

Elected Officers: 

President 

Lynn Schwartzkopf 

910-253-0722 

Vice president  

Joe Loughlin 

jloughlin@ec.rr.com 

910-269-4038 

Treasurer 

Gloria Rapp 

gprapp@atmc.net  
910-253-4071 

Volunteer Chairs: 

Recording Secretary 

Sherrill Sykes 
hmsykes@atmc.net 

910-253-7998 

Corresponding Secretary 

Pat Hagerty  

gene-pat@earthlink.net 

910-253-3099  

Library 

Grace Wrigley 

gwrigley@atmc.net 

910-846-3341 

MG Coordinator – Coop Extension 

Charlie_spencer@ncsu.edu 

910-383-6432 

NCMGVA Liaison 

Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman 

shirley312@webtv.net 

910-754-4148 

Newsletter Editor 

Joe Loughlin 

jloughlin@ec.rr.com 

910-269-4038 

Restitution & Greenhouse 

Ash Tyler 

atyler@ec.rr.com 

910-278-6101 

Gardens 

Fred Mina 

fminqa@theminas.net 

910-278-6205 

Banquets/Parties 

Becky Dus 

bdus@ec.rr.com 

910-253-8937 

Membership 

Dominique Loewenstein 

domilo@2khiway.net 

910-579-0161 

History 

Barbara McCoy 

mccoy@atmc.net 

910-575-7679 

Webmaster 

John Baronowski 

jbaronowski@ec.rr.com  

910 454-9601

mailto:jloughlin@ec.rr.com
mailto:gprapp@atmc.net
mailto:hmsykes@atmc.net
mailto:gene-pat@earthlink.net
mailto:gwrigley@atmc.net
mailto:Charlie_spencer@ncsu.edu
mailto:shirley312@webtv.net
mailto:jloughlin@ec.rr.com
mailto:atyler@ec.rr.com
mailto:fminqa@theminas.net
mailto:bdus@ec.rr.com
mailto:domilo@2khiway.net
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Joe’s Kitchen 

Farmhouse Butternut 

Squash Soup 
Itõs in the low fortyõs and rainy. 
This is just to soup to warm a 
winter day. Green apple and a 
dash of cider vinegar provide 
just the right amount of tart 
balance in this slightly sweet, 
down-home soup topped with 
homemade bacon bits. 4 bacon slices  

× 4 large garlic cloves, chopped  

× 1 teaspoon caraway seeds  

× 2 lb butternut squash, peeled, seeded, 

and chopped  

× 1/2 lb carrots, chopped  

× 1 Granny Smith apple, peeled, cored, and 

chopped  

× 3 fresh thyme sprigs  

× 2  bay leaves (love picking  them off my 

tree)  

× 3 1/2 cups chicken broth  

× 2 cups water  

× 1 to 1 1/2 teaspoons cider vinegar  

× Cook bacon in a 4- to 6-qt heavy pot over 

medium heat until crisp. Transfer bacon to 

paper towels to drain. 

× Add garlic and caraway seeds to fat in 

pot and cook, stirring occasionally, until garlic 

is pale golden, about 1 minute. Add squash, 

carrots, apple, thyme, bay leaves, broth, water, 

3/4 tsp salt, and 1/2 tsp pepper and boil, 

uncovered, until vegetables are tender, 15 to 20 

minutes. Discard thyme and bay leaves. 

× Purée about 4 cups soup in a blender, in 

batches if necessary, until smooth (use caution 

when blending hot liquids). Return to pot and 

season with salt, pepper, and vinegar. Serve 

topped with crumbled bacon. 

× SERVES 6  

Last years “Info Line” problems in February 

General: 56 total 36 requested Newcomer 

Packs and of these 19 came from a 

seminar put on by Charlie. 8 callers 

requested Soil Sample kits and fertilizer 

information. The remainders requested 

general garden information. Pruning of 

trees and shrubs also had 6 calls. 

Lawns: 18. The majority of calls 

concerned problems with Centipede 

grass(10). The remainder concerned 

general questions about weeds in lawns. 

Shrubs: 10. Questions concerned the care 

of camellias, azaleas, and roses. 

Trees: 8. No specific tree had problems. 

Some questions concerned care and  

planting of Palms. 

Pests: 9. wanted information on getting 

rid of various pests such as mole crickets, 

moles, and bats. Callers also wanted 

information on plants that repelled deer. 

Vegetables: 4. The calls were for 

Asparagus, Leeks, and Grapes. 

 

Wilmington, NC.  Annual Hobby 

Greenhouse Tour - FREE, 

March 6, self-guided tour of local 

greenhouses, including member 

and non-member greenhouses and 

commercial and institutional 

greenhouses.  Tour starts at the New 

Hanover County Arboretum.  9:00 am to 

5:00pm.  Download the tour pamphlet 

and driving directions at 

www.hobbygreenhouseclub.org or email 

hobbygreenhouse@aol.com 

 
 

http://www.hobbygreenhouseclub.org/
mailto:hobbygreenhouse@aol.com
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Coon Tracks   by Ford Balch 
Each morning a coonõs track, 

Is seen on the river bank, 

A nocturnal visitor 

venturing out 

In quest for a nightly snack. 

 

He is a rogue with a mask on, 

Endangered he will climb a tree, 

Peering down from his vantage, 

Until it is safe to leave. 

 

Invincibelle Spirit Hydrangea 

It is very hardy and unlike 

Annabelle Hydrangea, it will 

continue to bloom on NEW 

WOOD until frost. It will 

produce flowers even if the 

stems die back to ground level 

in extreme weather. 

 

   Bloom Time: Late May until frost 

   Foliage: Green 

   Bud Set: Blooms on new wood 

   Fall Color: Pale Yellow 

   Size: 3ft by 4ft tall and wide 

   Bloom Size: 6 to 8 inches in diameter 

   Plant in partial shade 

   Wildlife: Habitat for songbirds and 

butterflies. 

The pink color is NOT effected by pH.  

 

This is the first ever PINK Hydrangea, it's 

actually a bright pink, and blooms until 

frost. We have a chance to purchase some 

now. They are limited in available and will 

be somewhat costly if you can find them. 

They are 3 gallons and we will sell them for 

30.00 dollars each. We are ordering some 

for the plant sale but want to be sure that 

any Master Gardeners that want one or 

more get first chance. I need to know if you 

are interested by no later than Monday 

morning. You will need to prepay for 

these plants or mat least let me know 

that you want one or more. Be the first to 

own one of these beauties. 
 

4-H Volunteer Training  

Adult volunteers play an important role 

in the 4-H program. Volunteers 

coordinate local community clubs and 

help to plan and conduct local 4-H events. 

People volunteer for 4-H for many 

reasons. One obvious benefit is to help 

guide and counsel our country's future 

citizens and leaders. You'll also grow as a 

person, develop new leadership skills, 

meet new friends and have great 

adventures! There will be a 4-H 

Volunteer Training for anyone who 

wishes to become a volunteer in 4-H on 

February 22, 2010 from 6pm-9pm at the 

Cooperative Extension Office.  A light 

meal will be served.  Sign up by February 

15 by submitting a Volunteer Application 

which can be located at: 

http://brunswickco4h.shutterfly.com/clubs 

in the left hand column.  Applicants must 

pass a background and reference check.  

For more information contact Leslie 

Kammer, 4-H Program Assistant, at 253-

2610 or leslie_wilson@ncsu.edu 

 
Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman reminds the MG 

group of the State Association Conference in 

New Bern, NC to be held April 25-28, 2010.  

The River Front Hilton has a special room rate 

however, reservations need to be made by 

March 1.  The state website also has the info 

and the website is listed in the Jan., 2010 

newsletter. 
 

Charlie Spencer made the following points: 

× 10,617 volunteer hours logged in 2009 

× $223,791 is the dollar amount saved for 

the state by the MG volunteers 

http://brunswickco4h.shutterfly.com/clubs
mailto:leslie_wilson@ncsu.edu
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× Seminars will have sign up sheets and will 

be at no expense for BCMGVA 

volunteers. 

× TILS grant had a recommendation written 

by Milton Coleman, former Brunswick 

extension director.  Charlie wrote the 

grant.  The money should be paid in May 

and there may be money in February from 

another source. 

× 4,000 herb and veggie plants will be 

grown to sell to the town of Leland for a 

give away. On April 17
th

, 2010.  

BCMGVA will have a booth. 

× The greenhouse volunteer list is going 

around.  The hours to volunteer are Tues. 

and Wed. starting at 8:30 AM. 

× Sign up for the Info Line as we are 

receiving calls and soil sample questions. 

× New class is limited to 30 with volunteer 

hours expected of all. 

× The restitution board came for the 1
st
 time 

in 9 years and were amazed by the 

program under Ashôs leadership. 

× Trips are being researched.  There are 2 

proposed:  1.  a three day and 2 night trip 

to SC and GA to Riverbanks Zoo and 

Arboretum, Park Seed and University of 

GA in Athens to see the Gardens. 2.  a five 

day, four night trip to VA to the Lewis 

Center Gardens and Maymount Park in 

Richmond, Monticello and Michey Tavern 

and assorted wineries in Charlottesville 

perhaps and then on to the eastern part of 

the state to see the Botanical Gardens in 

Norfolk, a James R. Plantation and Brent 

and Beckyôs Commercial Farm. 

× We voted in a 2010 budget of $45,198  

 

Charlotte Glen         

Extension Horticulture Agent 

Pender County Cooperative Extension 

Lichen May Be a Sign of More Serious 

Problems 

Winter is a time when gardeners and 

homeowners are more likely to notice a 

grayish green crusty or mossy looking 

growth on the stems and branches of 

trees and shrubs. This common organism, 

known as lichen (pronounced"liken"), is a 

primitive life form and is the result of two 

different organisms, an 

alga and a fungi, living 

together. Lichens will 

grow on anything that sits 

still long enough, 

including slow growing 

plants, tree trunks, rocks, fence posts, 

fallen logs, tombstones, and even the 

ground. When lichens are found growing 

on trees or shrubs, it may simply be a 

sign that that particular plant is 

naturally slow growing, such as Japanese 

Maple, or that it is an older plant that is 

not growing at a vigorous rate. 

Lichens do not harm the plants they grow 

upon, but often plants that are struggling 

will be covered in them. When lichens are 

found growing prolifically on a plant that 

also has lots of dead twigs and branches 

and that produces few, undersized or off 

color leaves it is usually a sign that 

something more serious is going wrong.  

 

The Root of the Problem 

Lichen are rarely found on healthy, fast 

growing trees and shrubs  because they 

are always shedding bark, making it 

difficult for lichen to attach to them. If 

you have a tree or shrub that has recently 

been inhabited by lichen, which has been 

accompanied by loss of leaves and dying 

stems, there is a very good chance your 

plant is not healthy. In most cases, the 

plant's problem is in its root system. 

Because roots are rarely seen it is easy to 

overlook how important they are to plant 

growth and health, when in fact the root 

system is the most important part of any 

tree or shrub. Roots provide plants with 
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the water and nutrients they need to grow 

and survive. Just consider, a plant can 

loose all of its leaves and still recover, but if 

it looses all or most of its roots, it will die.  

One of the most common 

causes of root system 

problems is drowning 

due to water logged 

soils. Though roots live 

in the soil, they 

must have oxygen 

to live and grow. 

This is especially 

true for the tiny, 

sensitive roots known as root hairs. These 

fine roots are responsible for absorbing the 

vast majority of the water and nutrients 

plants need each day. Oxygen exists in soil 

in the tiny spaces between individual soil 

particles, but when these spaces fill with 

water there is no room left for oxygen, 

causing roots to literally suffocate. In 

addition, soils that stay wet often harbor 

root rot diseases that can slowly or rapidly 

kill susceptible plants. There are no 

curative products available to treat or 

eradicate root rot diseases. The main 

strategy for dealing with these soil 

dwelling diseases is to plant trees and 

shrubs that are resistant to them. Which 

trees and shrubs to plant will depend on 

which type of root rot disease is living in 

your soil.  Another case where low soil 

oxygen causes plants to grow poorly is in 

compacted soils. In these situations, where 

vehicle traffic or other factors have caused 

the soil to become hard and compressed, 

soil particles are pushed very close 

together, leaving little room for oxygen. 

Plants struggle in compacted soils because 

it is harder for their roots to penetrate 

through the soil, and low oxygen levels 

limit root growth. The only cure for 

compacted soil is deep cultivation and the 

addition of compost, which literally fluffs 

soils up, but this is only possible before 

trees and shrubs and planted. Once 

plants are in the ground, it is difficult to 

improve compacted soils without 

damaging plant roots, though mulching 

with pine straw or bark mulches will 

slowly improve the soil as the older layers 

of mulch decompose. In very compacted 

soils where plantings consistently 

struggle, the best answer is often to dig 

up existing plants, improve the soil, and 

replant.  
 

Roots can also be damaged during 

construction when they are cut by 

equipment digging in the soil or when 

heavy equipment compacts the soil they 

are growing in so severely they cannot 

survive. In these cases little can be done 

to remedy the situation. Whether or not a 

plant survives depends on how much 

damage was done and which species of 

plant it is, especially for trees since some 

can survive more damage than others. In 

all cases where root damage is causing 

plants to grow poorly, fertilizer will not 

help improve growth since damaged roots 

cannot take up nutrients very efficiently – 

the key to helping these plants grow 

better lies in finding out exactly what is 

going wrong and then fixing the 

underlying problem when possible.    
 

Learn More! 

If you have questions about what is going 

wrong in your lawn, garden or landscape 

contact your local Cooperative Extension 

office. In Pender County, call 259-1235, 

bring samples to our office at 801 S. 

Walker St. in Burgaw (Mon -Fri, 8am - 

5pm) or visit us online anytime at 

http://pender.ces.ncsu.edu and post your 

questions using our 'Ask an Expert' 

widget. . 
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20 10    Dues   Notice  
Dues are payable by January 1 each year.  

(But we will accept them now!) (Hint! Give us a twenty and forget it for 4 years) 

 

Make checks payable to: Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association (BCMGVA) 

$5.00 per Individual 

Name _________________________________ 

Address________________________________ 

Email__________________________________ 

       Mail checks to:  Gloria Rapp  

            PO Box 10642   NAMETAG; you have earned it, now wear it. 

                       Southport, NC 28461  We would all like to know your name. 

 

 

 

If you have an item for the newsletter, submit it to Joe Loughlin (jloughlin@ec.rr.com)  

  

 

 

 

Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association 

P.O. Box 109 

Bolivia, NC 28422  

Office: 910-253-2610 

 

www.bcmastergardener.org 
 

http://brunswick.ces.ncsu.edu/ 
 

www.ncmastergardeners.org                                                                           

                        

 

 

   

 

   Postage stamp 

 

 

 

First Class Mail 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jloughlin@ec.rr.com
http://www.ncmastergardeners.org/
http://www.ncmastergardeners.org/
http://brunswick.ces.ncsu.edu/
http://brunswick.ces.ncsu.edu/
http://www.ncmastergardeners.org/

