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Don Gilbert... will be our speaker at
the October 26 general meeting. His topic
will be “Hydroponically Grown Fruits and
Vegetables.” Don is a local businessman
who grows hydroponic fruits and vege-
tables.

* LIFE ON THE FARM will start up again
during the last two weeks of October. We
will probably work with three schools each
week. Let Charlie know right away if you
can help so he can put you on the
schedule.

* The date for HERITAGE DAY at Indigo
Farm is October 7. We will be doing a
plant clinic that day and help publicize the
Extension. As per usual, Charlie is looking
for volunteers for this event — he needs
about 3 people for the morning shift,
including setting up the tents and the
same number in the afternoon to take
down the tents when it’s over. This counts
as Hot Line time! Call Charlie if you're
able to participate.

* We will be continuing with the rain lily
project, going back out to collect more
bulbs once the grass dies back. David will
be looking for help with this so be sure to
let him know if you are interested.
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* The North Carolina State Fair is Oct. 13 —
22. If you have any plants, produce, etc.
that you want to submit, let David know.
His deadline is October 10!

* The County Fair for Brunswick, Pender
and New Hanover counties will follow the
State Fair. We will be setting up an
educational booth — need someone from
October 24 through Nov. 5. Again let
David know if you can volunteer some
time.

* Our next PLANT SALE is scheduled for
October 12, 13 and 14. Call Charlie if you
can help out. Ash needs some additional
help, too, preparing the plants.

THE DATE HAS
CHANGED!!!

The Reunion Social, originally
scheduled for November 10, has been
rescheduled for

Wednesday, November 15
because the building will be closed on the
10™ for Veterans Day. So, mark your
calendars for this new date, watch for your
invitation, to arrive later this month, and
plan to join your fellow Master Gardeners
for a fun afternoon in the garden.

One of the keys to happiness is a bad memory.



Page 2 Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association
NEWSLETTER October 2006

Master Gardeners Board

We are sad report that Richard O’Dwyer, class of 2006, Elected Officers:

President
passed away on Thursday, September 21 in Charlotte. Richard Boland
Richard was born in Wilmington, DE and was a resident of tholand(@atme.net
Shallotte. He enjoyed golf and gardening and was a member s Vice president

H ; hirley Waggoner-Eisenman
of the Natlona! Arbor Day Eoundatlon. At the rquest of the shirlov3 1 2@webtv.net
family, memorials can be directed to the Brunswick County 910-754-4148

’ iati Treasurer
Master Gardner’s Volunteer Association. Linda Lemieux
rellgl@aol.com
910-253-4245
Volunteer chairs:
Recording Secretary
Cathie Rod

csrod@ec.rr.com
910-457-5091

Pack Your Bags! The Brunswick, New Hanover and O ey Nonger
Pender county Master Gardener groups are planning a trip Dmeinzgq%_'gzgﬁ%%%folIV-net
for next spring. The itinerary is still being planned, but some Library

of the stops could include Philadelphia, Brandywine Valley, Grace Wrigley
Richmond, Norfolk, Maryland and a stop or two at a winery. st ana
Watch for details as the planning comes together. MG Coordinator — Coop Extension

Charlie_spencer@ncse.edu
910-383-6432
NCMGVA Liaison

Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman
[j[j[j[j[j[jt][j@[j shirley312@webtv.net
910-754-4148
Newsletter Editor
. . Becky Dus
The next time you come to Extension, be sure to look at all rcd@nfcexperts.com
the changes that are taking place around the Botanical - 910-253-8937
. L . . . estitution & Greenhouse
Garden and in front of Building N. The night lighting should Ash Tyler
be completed by mid-November and there will be a program Jﬂ’—atgﬁ_zfggqgﬁm
some time around Thanksgiving/early December to unveil it Gardens
Hilton Holcomb
hholcomb@atmc.com
910-575-4943
Maggie Hoon
fredmaggie@earthlink.net
UTODTTODTD 910-253-0195
Banquets/Parties
Ann Duke
wduke1@ec.rr.com

The Holiday Party is December 14. This event is always a 910-454-0413
Membership

lot of fun, but it takes some work to put it together, so be Dominique Loewenstein
sure to sign up to help when the chance comes up. dorg;%@%%h%\;-net
History
Barbara McCoy
mccoy@atmc.net
910-575-7679
Webmaster
Lisa Miner
webmaster@bcmastergardener.org
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October Gardening Tips
David Barkley, Horticulture Agent
My Lawn is going “Nuts” with Nutsedge

It seems we are having quite a bit of
Nutsedge problems popping up in our area.
Nutsedge grows in response to wet or
compacted conditions. Lawns where the
irrigation runs every day are more likely to
have Nutsedge problems. We definitely
have the right conditions in our area and
due to our history of always having
Nutsedge we will continue to fight a
seemingly endless battle.

Yellow, Purple and several other sedges,
grow in North Carolina. There are several
minor differences between yellow and
purple Nutsedge. The easiest way to tell the
difference is by taste. Please don’t ask me
to taste your Nutsedge. | have already
about killed myself tasting something which
| knew to be edible but didn’t know that it
was toxic until it was fully ripe. The tubers
on vyellow Nutsedge taste sweet and
starchy while purple Nutsedge tubers taste
quite bitter. All sedges are triangular at the
base of the plant. That is a good method for
identifying the weed.

The products sold for Nutsedge control in
home lawns are MSMA, DSMA, MAMA or
CMA. You can KILL YOUR
CENTIPEDEGRASS AND SAINT
AUGUSTINEGRASS with these products.

PLEASE read the label and find the
products you can use on the particular
grass you are growing. Since most lawns
have St. Augustine and Centipede you may
wish to look into using Sedgehammer
(halosulfuron), Certainty (sulfosulfuron) or
Image to control the Nutsedge in your lawn.
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Basagran is also labeled for Nutsedge
although it is normally only available in
commercial-size containers. Manage is
now called Sedgehammer and is available
in local stores. Roundup and equivalents
can help control Nutsedge in a fallow
situation or as a directed spray. Apply
Roundup when nutlets are beginning to
form. Apply a second application in two
weeks and then cultivate two weeks later.

Gardening Tips for October

* Apply the appropriate pre-emergent
herbicide(s) to all plant beds and turf
areas, to avoid the cool season
weeds.

* Check your azaleas for lace bug
damage. Look for specks on the
underneath sides of the foliage. They
will perform better without the lace
bugs!

* No foliage! Could be Azalea
Redheaded Caterpillars have eaten
all the foliage off your azaleas. Find
them and shake them off the plant or
shoot them down with a stream of
water.

e Overseed your bermudagrass lawn
with annual rye.

e Take a look at how the trees are
growing as you are admiring the fall
foliage. The leaves will soon be
faling and it is a good time to
evaluate the health of the tree. One
of the best indicators of a sick tree is
tip dieback.

* Prepare beds or natural areas for
spring flowering bulbs to be planted
later on this fall.

* Buy and store bulbs in a cool dry
place. Wait until December to plant
them.

* October is a good time to divide and
transplant spring-blooming peren-
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nials. The general rule is to divide
spring-blooming perennials in the fall
and divide fall-blooming perennials in
the spring. Some perennials can be
divided anytime.

It is hard to resist doing a lot of
pruning when you are cleaning up in
the fall, but now is not the best time
to do major pruning. You can remove
10 percent or less of a plant's
canopy but resist removing more as
we move into fall. Excessive pruning
now can reduce winter hardiness on
marginal plants. Even if winter injury
isn't a problem, the plants will not
grow new leaves and shoots until
next spring. The best time of the
year to do major pruning on
overgrown foundation shrubs is in
late March.

e Start taking cuttings of your annual
plants to bring indoors for the winter.

* Now is a good time to remove any
dead plants.

* Several caterpillars appear in the
fall. Unless they are creating a
problem with their droppings,
caterpillars eating deciduous tree
leaves do not require action on your
part. Losing leaves this time of the
year isn’t that much of a problem.
The leaves are going to fall anyway
in another month. If a tree defoliates
now, it will come back next spring.

e Caterpillars on lawns can be
destructive to the turf. Fall
armyworms are hard to notice when
small. Once they get large, they can
devour a lawn in two or three days.
Conserve (spinosad), Proxol/Dylox
(trichlorfon), Mach 2 (halofenozide),
azidirachtin or any of the lawn
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chemicals that end in “thrin” will
eradicate fall armyworms.

“Fall is for Planting” banners will soon be
found flying across the nation at your local
nurseries and garden centers letting you
know it is time to jump on the bandwagon
and plant to enhance the beauty of your
home grounds.

Trees, shrubs, perennials and bulbs all can
be included in this annual campaign to add
new plants to your landscape or to replace
plants which are not meeting up to
expectations.

Whether you are adding a few plants or
renovating an entire landscape, fall weather
provides a more favorable environment for
plants to establish before next summer’s
heat. With warm days and cooler nights,
the plant’s roots will continue to grow until
soil temperatures dip below 40 degrees
thus providing you with a head start for next

spring.

SUCCESSFUL GARDENING NOW
DEPENDS ON WHAT YOU DO FOR
YOUR PLANTS AS WINTER DORMANCY
ARRIVES. Water when plants need water,
shut down feeding or avoid using fertilizing
materials with nitrogen in them, limit
pruning to light corrective pruning and plant
trees and shrubs with the top of the root ball
close to the soil surface. Don’t plant them
too deep. Follow the plantings with a layer
of mulch two to three inches in depth. Make
sure you have the right plant for the right
location. Select the plants that do well in
this region and are adapted to our climatic
conditions.
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Tune in to “The Coastal Gardener” on Saturday mornings from 7:30 to 8:30
and listen to Al Hight as he discusses gardening in Southeastern North Carolina
and answers questions from callers.

If you have an item for the newsletter, be sure to submit it to both Becky Dus
(red@nfcexperts.com) and Lisa Miner (webmaster@bcmastergardener.orq)

Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association

P.O. Box 109 |

Bolivia, NC 28422 Post am
Office: 910-253-2610 5 ostage stamp

www.bcmastergardener.org

www.ces.ncsu.edu/brunswick First Class Mail

www.ncmastergardeners.org

NAMETAG; you have earned it, now wear it.
We would all like to know your name.



