Upcoming Eventse

Life on the Farm:
Nov.13th Bolivia 125 Students
Nov.14" Supply 105 Students
Nov. 18th Lincoln 132 Students
Nov. 19" Waccama 75 Students
Nov. 20" Belville 125 Students
Nov. 21%! Virginia Williamson

117 Students
Dec 10" Christmas Party

Upcoming Speakers

Nov. 20" updates by horticulture staff
Feb. 26th Lisa Wimpfheimer Tryon Palace
March 26™ Jim LeTendre Tomato Growing
April 23rd Kent Kolbe NC DOT Landscape
May 28th Anne Pendred Photography
June 25th Graduation/Social

July 23rd Keith Baldwin NC A&T Soils and
Plant Growth

2009 Nominated Officers

Shirley Waggoner-Eiseman President
Lynn Schwartzfopf Vice-President
Gloria Rapp Treasurer
Patty Burns Secretary
Linda Lemieux and Allen Smith
Nominating Committee
Election at the November Meeting

Big Winners!!!

The Lucky Winners of the Conference
Raffles are E (drum roll)

Reel Lawn Mower - Peg

Simm - Forsyth County

In Ground Pond - Patty 4’2&;
Burns - Brunswick .
County L

Brunswick Countg Master

Gardener

Volunteer Association

BCMGVA Hosts 2008 State Convention

Our Association hosted the 2008 State MG
Convention at Sea Trail Resort Convention
Center October 5-8 in Sunset Beach.
Some 356 MGs and their guests attended
from all over North Carolina.

Sunday and Monday by Fred Mina - The
Convention kicked off on Sunday, October
5 and Monday, October 6 with two days of
optional tours to several NC and SC
attractions: Myrtle Beach Theatre and
Dinner, New Hanover Arboretum/Airlie
Gardens/Orton Plantation and Brookgreen
Gardens/Indigo Farm. | was able to talk to
some of the Brunswick County Master
Gardeners who acted as hosts for the trips,
and they universally reported that
participants felt the outings were positive
adjuncts to our gardening program. Anita
Handler accompanied the tour to New
Hanover Arboretum/Airlie Gardens/Orton
Plantation and found it interesting that
most visitors elected Orton Plantation as
the highlight of the day. According to Anita,
many of the participants had ventured to
gardens all over North Carolina, but the
experience of actually seeing a fabulous
rice plantation such as Orton was
completely unique. Almost everyone on
the tour wanted more time at Orton, but an
evening reception at Silver Coast Winery
awaited them.

Monday Evening by Patty Burn - A
reception was held at Silver Coast Winery
on Monday evening. Those who attended
enjoyed an evening of wine, food, and
fellowship. Attending members judge the
five entries in Madeline Collier Landscape

Will we see you at the November Meeting
on the 20" at 9:00 am ?



Design Competition. Davidson County was
the winner with their Agricultural Center
Demonstration Garden in which they
transformed the drab grounds of an old
building into a destination site for garden
tours.

/ Tuesday by Fred Mina - With
- the exception of the
// . sprucing up work | did on

our Botanical Garden in the

A weeks before the Conference, |

V) intentionally tried to not
N £>\_ gettoo involved
) /7 . .
[)\J__ J ? 7 with

Ij convention

business because | was
looking forward to experiencing my first
Master Gardener Convention for what it
was. Walking alone into big events like this
one, hardly knowing anybody, usually
makes me uneasy. But from the moment |
walked through the doors and into the
gardening atmosphere, | felt as welcomed
and relaxed as | have ever been in a large
group of people. Registration and packet
pick up went so fast and smoothly that |
thought | must have missed a table.
Everything | needed was in my bag as |
found myself grabbing a cup of coffee and
chatting with gardeners from all over the
state. The featured events of the morning
were two talks by Dr. Robert Lyons,
Director of Longwood Gardens. Dr. Lyons
first gave us a tour of OCaptivating Public
Gardens in Our Continental BackyardO and
finished the morning with OSecrets of an
Attention Deficit Gardener.O Although both
sessions were packed with an overflow
crowd, it was easy to connect with Dr.
Lyons ideas and suggestions. The
presentations were separated by a break
allowing participants to browse the Trade
Show tables, followed by a one-hour
concurrent session featuring a choice of
four presenters. | concluded the morning
realizing that IOve been an attention deficit
gardener all along.

After a well-prepared and tasty lunch,
convention goers moved on to two more
concurrent educational sessions followed
by a most interesting Master Gardener
workshop moderated by Dr. Tom Glasgow,
Director of Craven County Cooperative
Extension. This open mike forum allowed
people to share ideas, concerns and ways
to solve problems common to many of the
county Master Gardener organizations. 10m
proud to tell you that the phrase OweOre
never going to be as good as Brunswick
CountyO came up on more than one
occasion. A nice restful break was built
into the schedule allowing people to
mingle, enjoy the outdoors and relax
before dinner.

The buffet banquet and annual NCMGVA
business meeting were well presented, and
soon we were treated to an evening of fun
provided by author and columnist Celia
Rivenbark, whose Southern humor was
aimed at, and well appreciated by, all the
folks who OwerenOt from arod here.O
Celia started with Ol donOt know why you
folks use your blinkers so muchO and took
us from dressing six-year-old skanks (the
main subject of one of her books) to a
spoof involving a NC run on ammunition by
our good old boys who werenOt gonna let
them Russians invading OGeorgiaO cross
the state line!

Wednesday by Elizabeth Mina - Not being
able to attend all three days of the
BCMGVA, I felt lucky to be able to
purchase entry to WednesdayOs events and
join my MG spouse. It was a thrill to engulf
myself in my hobby and also have access
to some of the best botanical minds in our
state. The elegant Sea Trail Convention
Complex was a venue 10d never visited
despite the seven years 10d lived in
Brunswick County, and | was duly
impressed. While driving in through its
well-manicured grounds with beds of bright
flowers surrounding feathery palm trees, |
anticipated rolling up my sleeves in my
backyard planting beds after what | stood



to learn in the first Wednesday session 10d
signed up for on OShade Gadening.O
Entering the grand Conference building with
its thick carpets and hanging chandeliers, |
couldnOt wait to hear about the use of
sometimes messy mechanical or chemical
means to eradicate my despicable weeds at
the second session, but | ended up instead
gaining the courage to cut and lopN but not
mutilateN my shrubs at the OCut Above
Pruning PracticesO presentation. While
feasting on tangy fresh pineapple and
melon served as part of the catered
breakfast, | left myself open to absorb
whatever our own David Barkley had to say

during his whimsically-named OYour Plant is

doing WHAT!O talk on horticultural oddities
in the last session.

Between sessions, | meandered around the
vendor area, mulling over the contrast
between the dirty work of gardening and its
striking results. Sipping rich coffee in china
cups, | contemplated the

Black Kow compost as

| wandered amidsg -~
Margaret SheltonOs 1/
aromatic rosemary \

and lemon grass. After

reflecting on the volcanic rocks promoted
by PermaTill for retaining water in poor
soils, | allowed myself to be stunned by

Restless WindsO massive purple, white, and

yellow mums. Like most of us who love
gardening, | salivated over Marietta
GardensO daylily catalog in addition to
thinking about the seeds | would again be
buying from ParkOs, GurneyOs and D.
Landreth. | even won a $10.00 gift
certificate for David Austin Roses. Ending
my day at the final lunch in the beautiful
dining room, | had the opportunity to see
the electrifying multimedia presentation
about great plant combinations
recommended by /n the Garden TV Host
Bryce Lane. What a treat it was to see this
authority in person!

Glad to be a part of the 2008 Master
Gardener Volunteer Conference, which
was truly spectacular, Fred, Patty, and all
of us applaud Chair Shirley Waggoner-
Eisenman and the Conference Committee
(Patty, Bill Finley, Becky Dus, and Grace
Wrigley with Photographer Gloria Polakof).
We also convey our thanks to every one of
the Brunswick County Master Gardener
Volunteers who helped, and all our BC
Extension Office agents and staff who went
above and beyond the call of duty in order
to ensure its tremendous success. 1tOs
true: itOd be hard for anybody else in the
state to match the efforts of the Brunswick
County MG Volunteers at our 2008 State
Conference!

From the Presidents Desk E
Thanks to all the Brunswick County Master
Gardener Volunteers that attended or
helped with the 2008 conference. | tried to
list all of the volunteers who worked at the
conference; however | missed at least one,
Debbie Jacoby. | did not know she had
volunteered to help. | apologize to Debbie
and any others who may not have been
listed as volunteers. When you see Debbie
thank her for working the conference.

| hope you have enjoyed our speakers this
year. They have been outstanding. Our
November meeting will be an update from
Extension staff, plus we will elect officers
for 20009.

The Brunswick County Master Gardener
Volunteers by their community activities
help make the Master Gardener Program
and Extension known to the residents of
Brunswick County. Keep up the good work.
You are the best. Questions? Contact me.

Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman
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Charlie says:

Charlie says there have been lots of
openings on the Hot Line. Hey, Folks; The
Hot Line is important. Time to put in some
hours. You are guaranteed to learn more
than those who call!

Brad Kammer (a Graduate of The Ohio
State University®) is being hired to replace
Jim Blake and whose primary responsibility will be the
botanical garden. Come to the work days and meet Brad.
Cathie Rod is replacing Peggy Meinzer as Corresponding
Secretary.

Life on the Farm is alive and well! Six schools and 679
children are signed up to visit the Funston Farm where many
of our volunteers will have several hours to teach some
basic agriculture to some eager ears. Folks, this is a great
program to be involved in. Let me know if you would like to
help.

2009 International Master Gardener
Conference

The Master Gardeners of Southern Nevada will be
welcoming you to Las Vegas for "New Frontiers" in
horticulture and gardening — March 22-26, 2009

Visit the conference website at www.unce.unr.edu/imgc for
details.... hurry and you may still get an early bird discount!

Bios Needed for Newsletter!

We have an ongoing column named “Meet a Master
Gardener Q guess what? IOm fresh out of bios. Please
contact Cathie Rod (look in the right column for her details)
for a form to help put your together).

Work Days

Tuesday, Nov. 18" and Monday December 1% are scheduled
work days in the garden. Fred Mina and Brad Kammer could
use your help. If you signed up to help in the garden, please

give Fred a hand.

NEWSLETTER Nov. 2008

Master Gardeners Board
Elected Officers:
President
Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman
shirley312 @webtv.net
910-754-4148
Vice president
Grace Wrigley
wrigley@atmc.net
910-846-3341
Treasurer
Al Smith
Asmith126@ec.rr.com
910-457-6674

Volunteer Chairs:
Recording Secretary
Patty Burns
burnsdp@atmc.net
910-846-3317
Corresponding Secretary
Cathie Rod
csrod@ec.rr.comt
910-457-5091
Library
Grace Wrigley
wrigley@atmc.net
910-846-3341
MG Coordinator ® Coop Extension
Charlie_spencer@ncsu.edu
910-383-6432
NCMGVA Liaison
Shirley Waggoner-Eisenman
shirley312 @webtv.net
910-754-4148
Newsletter Editor
Joe Loughlin
jloughlin@ec.rr.com
910-269-4038
Restitution & Greenhouse
Ash Tyler
atyler@ec.rr.com
910-278-6101
Gardens
Fred Mina
fmina@theminas.net
910-278-6205
Maggie Hoon
fredmaggie @earthlink.net
910-253-0195
Banquets/Parties
Becky Dus
rcd@nfcexperts.com
910-253-8937
Membership
Dominique Loewenstein
domilo@2khiway.net
910-579-0161
History
Barbara McCoy
mccoy@atmc.net
910-575-7679

Webmaster
Lisa Miner
webmaster@bcmastergardener.org
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Joe’s Kitchen

IOve brought home a bunch of new recipes
from my ltaly trip and | will be publishing
several of them in upcoming months. Thank
goodness | spent hours walking up and down
hilltowns(l needed the exercise), because the
food was great and the wines even better.
But guess what? Hurray! | keep asking for
recipes, but seldom get one. Well this month
Bev Mastrovich has made my day with her
Vidalia Onion & Granny Smith Apple
Chutney. (sounds yummy)

3 Granny Smith Apples, peeled, cored, &
small dice

2 Vidalia onions, medium dice
1 tsp minced ginger
1/2 cup sugar

1 cup apple cider ~—

1/2 cup cider vinegar (F5<
1 cinnamon stick =

3 cloves —~

1 bay leaf D

1/2 tsp salt

1/4 tsp pepper ™ /

Place all ingredients in a large pot & allow to
cook down for 1 - 1 1/2 hours until most liquid
evaporates.

Season to taste with salt & pepper. Store
covered in the refrigerator.

Meet a Master Gardener
(I Need your Bio) Contact Cathie
Rod for a form

“Mg green thumb came onlg
as a result of the mistakes |
made while lcarning to see
things from the Plant's Point
of view.” ~H. Fred Ale

NEWSLETTER Nov. 2008

David Barkley

Extension Horticulture Agent
Brunswick County Cooperative Extension Service

Inquiring Master Gardeners Want to
Know...

Each fall a number of people call in or write
wanting to know if they still have time to
perform certain gardening and landscape
chores they forgot to do in the spring and
summertime. A gardener contacted us and
wanted to know if it is too late to prune and
fertilize some of the shrubs he planted last
spring. More specifically, will it do any good
to fertilize now or will it hurt the plants? He
also wanted to know what chores he should
be doing at this time of the year.

Tip pruning can be accomplished this
month. Many evergreens are used in
various Christmas decorations from both
the foliage and berries. Favorites include
the holly species, nandina, pines and
cedars. Save the heavy (renovative) type
pruning until late winter or early spring.
Heavy pruning now would cause too much
tender growth that will be prone to cold
injury later this winter.

As for fertilizer, a lot of people think that
fertilizing is a magic cure-all for all kinds of
plant problems. Not so in this case. Same
rule applies as for the pruning. Fertilizing
plants this late into the season would cause
them to remain tender throughout the
winter. Since | don't have a crystal ball to
tell just how nice a winter we will have, |
must advise to wait until around April 15th
(tax time) to fertilize your landscape plants
and later for your lawn areas. Just
remember, when it is time to pay "Uncle
Sam" it is time to pay your plants with some
fertilizer. Usually 2-4 pounds of 10:10:10
per 100 square feet will suffice.

Watch UNC-TV Saturdays, at noon for ‘In
the Garden' with Bryce Lane!
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Gardcning is a matter of

your enthusiasm holding up

until your back gcts used to

it.

Gardening Tips

¥

¥

Now is the best time of the year to

plant your landscape trees and shrubs.

November is the time to select your
Christmas Tree for the Holiday
Season.

Fall gardens may be harvested right
on through the cold weather.

The first freeze can occur in mid
October but the average first freeze
date is November 20th.

Pecans often need a couple of really
cold nights to open the husks that
holds the pecans to the trees.

Divide spring-flowering perennials in
the fall.

After the first killing frost, remove dead
or yellowed foliage from perennials.
Clean up your perennial beds and
apply clean mulch to reduce the
outbreak of diseases. While cleaning
up the perennial bed remember that
some seed heads will provide winter
food for birds.

Buy spring-flowering bulbs now but
wait until December to plant them.

Winterizing the Herb Garden

¥

If treated properly, many herb plants
will survive in the garden for a number
of years. Others are sensitive to frost
or severe cold weather and must be
brought indoors, protected, or
replanted each year. Annual herbs will
be killed with the first hard frost in the

Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association

NEWSLETTER Nov. 2008

fall. Remove dead plants in order to
minimize overwintering insects and
disease problems. Some frost
sensitive herbs, such as basil and
geranium, can be brought indoors for
the winter. Take cuttings to root or
pot the entire plant.
¥ Many perennial herbs are winter
hardy in all or parts of North
Carolina and can be left in the
garden. A few plants are marginally
winter hardy; in a mild winter they
survive but may die during a severe
winter. They can be brought indoors
to overwinter. Unless they receive
adequate light indoors they may drop
some of their leaves. Lemon verbena
is a deciduous plant; it will lose all of
its leaves indoors.
¥ After a severe winter,
some outdoor
plants such
as rue, sage,
thyme, and

southernwood,

may appear brown
and dead. The leaves may simply be
dehydrated or the plant may be dead
almost to the ground. Scrape the
bark of a few stems to determine the
extent of damage. If the stem is
green, delay pruning until after new
growth begins.

When wccding, the best way
to makc sure you are
rcmoving a weed and not a

valuable Plant is to Pu“ on
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it. If it comes out of the
ground casilg, it is a valuable
Plant.
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2008 Dues Notice

Dues are payable by January 1 each year.
(But we will accept them now!) (Hint! Give us a twenty and forget it for 4 years)

Make checks payable to: Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association (BCMGVA)
$5.00 per Individual

Name

Address

Email

Mail checks to:  Allen Smith
4515 Fieldstone Cir SE NAMETAG; you have earned it, now wear it.

Southport, NC 28461 We would all like to know your name.

If you have an item for the newsletter, submit it to Joe Loughlin (jloughlin@ec.rr.com)

Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association

P.O. Box 109

Bolivia, NC 28422 Postage stam
Office: 910-253-2610 g P

www.bcmastergardener.org

http://brunswick.ces.ncsu.edu/

Wwww.ncmastergardeners.org First Class Mail




